Trends in specialized surgical procedures at teaching and nonteaching hospitals.
Teaching hospitals are the principal site of many specialized surgical procedures. The recipients of these procedures tend to be younger, male, and nonwhite and tend to reside in either the poorest or the most affluent neighborhoods. Although the numbers of these procedures performed at major teaching hospitals increased dramatically between 1989 and 1995, they accounted for only a modest proportion of hospital discharges and patient days. Concentration of specialized surgical procedures in major teaching hospitals will likely continue. This trend has implications not only for these hospitals but for health care purchasers, policymakers, medical educators, and clinical researchers as well.